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Burning CDs with Easy CD Creator 5 
In just a couple of mouse clicks, you can make data CDs for storing computer data such as the files 
and folders on your hard disk. 
 
Data CD’s 
A data CD is a compact disc (CD) used for storing computer data. With Easy CD Creator, you can 
make your own data CD by recording any files and folders stored on your hard disk. Here are just some 
of the things you should know about a data CD: 

� � Unlike a music CD, a data CD is used for data storage only and cannot be played on your home stereo or 
car CD player. 

� � A data CD can typically hold up to 650 MB of data if you have a blank 74-minute CD-R or CD-RW disc, 
and 700 MB of data if you have a blank 80-minute CD-R or CD-RW disc. 

� � A data CD can be accessed on virtually any computer that has a CD-ROM or CD-Recorder drive. 
� � A data CD is ideal for backing up and archiving your important files such as spreadsheets, tax records, 

and financial data. 
� � A data CD is ideal for sharing multimedia presentations, graphics, Internet downloads, Websites, and 

company documents with your colleagues. 
 
There are two types of recordable media that are used for making your own CDs: 

� � CD-R discs (CD-Recordable) 
� � CD-RW discs (CD-ReWritable) 

 
When to Use CD-R Discs 
Virtually all CD-ROM and CD-Recorder drives can read CD-R discs. CD-R discs are excellent for 
permanent data storage and should be used when you do not need to erase the data. They are less 
expensive per CD than CD-RW discs. Here are some ideas for using CD-R discs: 

� � Use when you want to make a music CD that you can play on your home or car stereo CD player. 
� � Use when you want to copy a music CD for your own personal use. 
� � Use when you want to permanently save large project files. 
� � Use when you want to permanently archive or store files, such as your home records, photos, or videos. 
� � Use when you want to make a copy of a Software CD (for back-up) purposes only. 

 
When to Use CD-RW Discs 
 
CD-RW discs can only be used in CD-ReWritable drives and MultiRead CD-ROM drives. You cannot 
play a music CD made on a CD-RW disc in most home or car stereo CD players. Here are some ideas 
for using CD-RW discs: 

� � Use when you need to write, erase, rewrite, and update all your large files on CD. 
� � Use when you want to make a practice CD or test the contents of a CD before making a permanent one 

 
 
Open Easy CD Creator Software 
To Open Easy CD Creator 5 Basic 

1. Click the Start button in the lower left corner of your desktop. 
2. Point to Program, point to CD Burner, and then click on Project Selector. 
 
NOTE:  You may also double click the Easy CD Creator 5 Basic icon on your desktop. 



 2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Creating Data CD’s 
To Make a Data CD using a CD-R or CD-RW 

1. Open the software as 
described earlier. 

2. Put your mouse on 
the blue make a data 
CD button. 

3. Click the dataCD 
project button. 
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4. Insert a blank CD-R into the CD rewritable drive. 
5. In the new window that opened, click the Select source files drop down list arrow and locate 

the drive where the files (or folders) you wish to burn to CD–R are located.  Then in the window 
under the drop down list double click the folder where your files (or folders) are stored. 

6. Click the file (or folder) you wish to burn to CD-R.  Then click the Add button located in the 
center of the window. 

7. Repeat this process for all files (or folders) you want to burn. 
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8. Click the red record button in the center of the window. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. In the Record CD Setup window, if necessary indicate the number of copies you need.  Also 
click the Write Speed drop down arrow and select the speed that your CD-R can write at.  
(This can be found by looking on the packaging.  If you aren’t sure, select  8x)  Finally click the 
Start Recording button. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. When the recording is complete, click the OK button. 
 
 
 
 
 

11. If you wish to save this project so that you can burn copies of it again, click Yes, otherwise click 
No. 

12. Close the software and close the project window. 
 
It is possible to add files (or folders) to a CD-R that already has data on it.  However, you 
cannot erase any data on a CD-R. 
 
To Add More Data to a CD-R or CD-RW 

1. Insert the CD-R into the CD rewritable drive. 
2. Open the software as described earlier. 
3. Put your mouse on the blue make a data CD button. 
4. Click the dataCD project button. 
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5. In the new window that opened, click the Select source files drop down list arrow and locate 
the drive where the files (or folders) you wish to burn to CD-R are located.  Then in the window 
under the drop down list double click the folder where your files (or folders) are stored. 

6. Click the file (or folder) you wish to burn to CD-R.  Then click the Add button located in the 
center of the window. 

7. Repeat this process for all files (or folders) you want to burn. 
8. Click the red record button in the center of the window. 
9. In the Record CD Setup window, if necessary, indicate the number of copies you need.  Also 

click the Write Speed drop down arrow and select the speed that your CD-R can write at.  
(This can be found by looking on the packaging.  If you aren’t sure, select 8x)  Finally click the 
Start Recording button. 

10. When the recording is complete, click the OK button. 
11. Close the software and close the project window. 

 
To Erase Data on a CD-RW 

1. Open the software as described earlier. 
2. Put your mouse on the blue make a data CD button. 
3. Click the dataCD project button. 
4. Insert the CD-RW that you wish to erase into the CD rewritable drive. 
5. From the Select source files drop down list, select the CD rewritable drive (usually drive E:). 
6. Click Disc on the Menu bar; then click Erase Disc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Select the Quick Erase radio button if necessary.  Then click the Start button. 
8. Click OK to continue to erase the disc. 
9. When complete, click the Close button. 
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A CD will need to be Finalized so that it will be readable by all CD ROM drives. Once a CD is finalized 
you can no  longer add data to it. 
To Finalize a CD 

1. Click File on the Menu bar, and 
then click Finalize CD. 

or 
2. After clicking the Record button, 

click the Options button. 
3. In the Record Method section 

select the Finalize CD radio 
button. 

4. Then click the Start Recording 
button and continue with the 
record process.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Making Copies of CD’s 
 
To Make a Copy of a CD (Data or Music) 

1. Open the software as described earlier. 
2. Put your mouse on the blue disc copier 

button. 
3. Click the disc copier button. 
4. Click OK to the warning message. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Insert the disc you wish to copy into the 

CD rewritable drive. 
6. Click the Advanced tab. 
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7. Make sure that the Copy source Disc to the hard drive first check box is selected then click 
Copy. Is all this supposed to be bolded? 

8. Once the CD has been copied to the hard drive, the following window will appear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Remove the CD from the CD rewritable drive and replace it with a CD-R or CD-RW. 
10. Click the Retry button. 
11. Click OK when the copying is complete. 
12. Close the Disc Copier window and close the project window. 

 
Creating Data CD’s using directCD 
DirectCD prepares a CD-Recordable (CD-R), CD-ReWritable (CD-RW), or DVD-Recordable disc so 
you can directly copy files to it in much the same way that you copy files to a floppy disk or removable 
drive. You can then use Windows Explorer, or any other program that can read from and write to a 
drive letter, to copy files to a CD. 
Some examples include: 

� � Software programs, such as Microsoft Word, when you use the Save or Save As commands 
 

� � Windows Explorer when you drag and drop files 
� � The Windows Explorer Send To command 

To Create a Data CD using direct CD 
1. Open the software 

as described 
earlier. 

2. Put your mouse on 
the blue make a 
data CD button. 

3. Click the directCD 
project button. 

4. Insert a BLANK CD-
R or CD-RW into 
the CD rewritable 
drive so that it can 
be formatted for 
drag and drop or 
‘save as’ access 
from different 
programs. 

5. Click the format CD 
button in the middle 
of the directCD 
format utility window.  
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6. In the Label text box, enter an identifying name for the 
CD.  It must be less than 11 characters. 

7. Then click the Start Format button.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Click the OK button when the formatting is finished. 
9. Close the directCD window by clicking the x in the 

upper right hand corner. 
10. Close the Select Project window by clicking the x in the 

upper right hand corner. 
11.   Now that your CD has been formatted you can use 

Windows Explorer or ‘Save As’ to save/ drag and drop 
files to this CD. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Eject a CD that has been formatted using direct CD 

1. On the CD rewritable drive, press the open button.  That 
should open a directCD Eject CD window. 

2. Select the appropriate radio button.  Be sure to read the 
options and their descriptions thoroughly. 

3. Click OK.  
4. Click OK again. 

 
 
 


